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©The Religion Teacher    

Saint	Peter	Damian		
 
Directions: Read the biography and answer the questions.      
 
Saint Peter Damian was born into a poor, but 
noble family in Ravenna, Italy around 988. He 
was orphaned and first raised by an older brother 
who treated him harshly until another brother, a 
well-respected priest named Damian, sent him 
away to school. The young Peter added his kind 
brother’s name to his own going by Peter Damian 
from that time forward. Saint Peter Damian 
excelled in school and become a famous teacher 
at the university in Ravenna. In 1035 he felt a new 
calling from God. He left his life as a professor 
and chose a life of poverty as a secluded monk. 
During this time he continued to use his skills as 
a scholar to give lectures to the other monks, to 
write biographies of other saints, and to compose 
letters denouncing many of the scandals committed by some priests and 
Church leaders. He continued to earn recognition for his piety and wisdom. 
First, he became the abbot and leader of his monastery and then the pope 
appointed him as the cardinal-bishop of Ostia near Rome. In his old age he 
asked the Holy Father many times to release him from his duties as bishop 
and in 1072 he was allowed to become a monk again. Soon after his return, 
with his brother monks praying around him, he died with an intense fever.  
 
 1. How did Saint Peter Damian use his skills as a scholar after leaving the university?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2. Saint Peter Damian was so grateful for his brother’s help that he added his name to 
his own. Which of your family members needs your help and prayers the most and why? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3. Saint Peter Damian felt called to a life of silence and prayer. Where can you go to find 
silence and a good place to pray?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 


