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Saint	Juan	Diego	
 
Directions: Read the biography and answer the questions.        
 
Saint Juan Diego was born in Mexico in 1474 before 
European Christians arrived in the New World. As an 
ordinary peasant living in the Aztec Empire, he was 
among the first to convert to Christianity and be 
baptized by Franciscan missionaries in 1524. Juan 
Diego regularly walked from his home past Tepeyac 
hill on the way to the Franciscan mission for 
catechetical instruction. On December 9, 1531 the 
Virgin Mary appeared to him along this journey on 
top of Tepeyac hill and asked him to tell the bishop 
to build a chapel in her honor there. After relaying 
the message to the bishop, who did not approve of 
the idea, he made his way home and Our Lady 
appeared to him again disappointed that he could not convince the bishop of 
her request. He tried again and the bishop asked for a sign that the apparition 
was real. The Virgin Mary told Juan Diego to collect flowers in his tilma (cloak) 
and bring them to the bishop. When Saint Juan Diego unfolded his cloak to 
show the bishop the flowers, he was amazed to see an image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appearing as an Indian woman shining in the sun. A chapel was 
constructed on the hill just outside of Mexico City and the miraculous image 
was put on display. Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe became the source of 
many conversions to the Catholic faith and today she is the patroness of the 
Americas. Saint Juan Diego was canonized by Pope John Paul II in 1998.  
 
1. What miracle convinced the bishop to construct the chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2. What religious images inspire you to pray and grow closer to God?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3. What is your favorite place in your church or chapel to pray? What is it you like best 
about this spot? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________  


